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The same evening the Emergency Powers Bill went'
through all its stages without a division, and the
Prime Minister's motion to introduce the Bill without
notice was accepted by 429 votes to 6.

Between August 26th and 28th Sir Nevile Hender-
son was in London with a verbal as well as a written
reply to Mr. Chamberlain's letter. This verbal reply
was the outcome of an interview Hitler had requested
on August 25th, Sir Nevile has given it as his opinion
that Hitler actually postponed military operations for
a week as a result of Mr. Chamberlain's letter.   His
evidence for this is that certain orders coming into
force on August 26th implied action on the night
25th-26th, "the fact may well be, as I imagine it is,
that Herr Hitler had had in consequence of the Prime
Minister's letter one last hesitation, and counter-
manded the orders of his army, whereas the other
arrangements were allowed to proceed unchecked."
He did not pause because he was afraid of war, but
rather because he wanted to make one final effort to
detach Britain from Poland,   This is probably an
accurate estimate of Hitler's motive, but Sir Nevile's
account of his interview on August 25th can only
cause one to wonder on the mentality of a man who
believed that such a fantastic hyperbole as he pro-
duced on that occasion could have ever deflected Mr.
Chamberlain and the British Government from their
course. The substance of the Fuehrer's offer was that
"he accepts the British Empire, and is ready to
pledge himself personally for its continued existence
and to place the power of the German Reich at its
disposal. . . the Fuehrer repeats that he is a man of
ad infinitum decisions by which he himself is bound,
and that this is his last offer.  Immediately after the
solution of the German-Polish question .^he would
approach the British Government with an'offer."

Accordingly on August 29th,  Mr, Chamberlain